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From September 22nd, 1975 NBC NEWS Special report of the 2nd Assassination attempt on President 
Gerald Ford. At 3:30 P.M P.T, Sarah Jane Moore fired two shots at Ford while he was walking out of the 
Saint Francis hotel in San Francisco to his motorcade. Both shots missed Ford. 
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good evening as pretty nearly everyone knows by now a woman in california has been charged with an 
attempt to murder president ford she apparently tried to shoot mr ford in san francisco this afternoon with a 
38-caliber revolver from a distance of 40 or 50 feet an alert policeman knocked her hand down and the 
president was not hurt her name is sarah moore 45 years old and we will learn more about her in this 
program she is the second woman to be charged with attempted murder of the president in the last 17 days 
mr ford's air force one aircraft arrived at andrews air force base in washington just moments ago and he is 
now on his way to the white house in a helicopter but here is some tape of that we would like to show you 
here is the president arriving back after what has to have been a harrowing experience this afternoon outside 
the saint francis hotel in san francisco mrs ford at his side she was not with him when the shot was fired the 
fords have a coolness about adversity of this kind it happened before and both of them reacted with a kind of 
fatalism about it there's the president just moments ago as he landed at air force at andrews air force base in 
washington he did not say anything at the airport for journalists for our cameras we do not know if he will say 
anything when he arrives at the south lawn of the white house but if he does we'll be there to cover that he 
should be there in about 10 or 12 minutes and we're sure to get some statement during the next half hour 
from someone officially in the white house about what happened congressional reaction to this second 
attempt on the life of the president 
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attempt on the life of the president brought swift apprehensive reaction in congress senator senate minority 
leader hugh scott said i would hope that the president and other candidates would be persuaded to put some 
limitation on random handshaking and events of that kind uh tom brokaw was in california today in san 
francisco when all of this happened with an nbc news group and we're going to him now for a recap of what 
happened today john the shot fired at president ford climax today of tension for security forces assigned to 
this presidential visit earlier this morning secret service agents had arrested a man who reportedly delivered 
to the saint francis hotel a note threatening the president's life so far as we know there is no connection 
between that threat and the subsequent shooting later this afternoon but the threat at least was on the minds 
of many as president ford prepared to leave san francisco from downtown earlier this afternoon rick davis 
was outside the hotel when the president emerged and that shot was fired president ford left the saint francis 
hotel at 3 32 there were cheers a few boos and then another sound it was the sharp crack of a 38 pistol 
president ford ducks down as secret service agents formed around him the car sped away across the street 
a wave of blue had already moved in on sarah jane moore and the silver 38 pistol she had fired she was 
lifted high by the police the secret service and rushed across the street and inside the saint francis hotel now 


we're going to look at all this again and how the day formed this was a few moments before the president left 
the hotel it was heavy security a long line of police blue very obvious waiting hours for a look at the president 
but one person wanted more than just a look 
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look [Applause] [Music] [Applause] we were standing about 15 feet away from sarah jane moore when that 
shot was fired the president may have been saved by a retired marine 100 disabled he had seen the gun 
pushed sarah moore the shot went into the street then a police officer by the name of tom hetrick put his 
hand over the cylinder of the 38 and this is what we saw mostly that huge maze the handcuffs going around 
sarah jane moore now we look at that same action from yet another angle just after the shot was fired the 
president's car speeds away led by a dozen san francisco motorcycles across the street another angle on 
that battle to get that 38 revolver to get to sarah jane moore she's lifted high the pistol at this point had been 
taken away from her she was dressed in cowboy boots jeans and a paisley shirt one of the reasons there 
was confusion that'll have a small that's the way i saw it there were others who also saw the action today this 
was one of the others i was just standing looking out the doorway i had him come out and i heard the noise 
and i thought that it might be like dallas again were you a witness man i was just 
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were you a witness man i was just standing by the lady but it wasn't dallas again today due to the fast action 
of a 100 disabled marine and a cop who was thinking well on his feet apparently there was some confusion it 
was a san francisco policeman as you say and that marine oliver sipple who did not get earlier credit and 
certainly deserves it sarah moore the suspect was rushed to the saint francis hotel as you saw there she 
then was moved to the federal courthouse in downtown san francisco where she is to be arraigned we 
expect momentarily on charges of attempting to murder the president it's a federal offense subject to life 
imprisonment she's being held on one million dollars bail u.s attorney james browning will ask for a 
psychiatric exam examination he said as well what we know about ms moore is that she has a pattern of 
erratic behavior according to people who worked with her among others she worked with the people in need 
program she said she worked there after getting a sign from god that is a picture of her as released by united 
press international tonight according to those people who worked in the people in need program which you 
may remember was the organization charged with distributing the free food to poor people at the time of the 
original pattyhurst kidnapping according to those people she was a secret erratic woman she eventually 
locked herself in a closet and said that she would not be fired from the organization someone who was 
associated with it jack paldino said that he wanted her removed this is her home in the mission district of san 
francisco where she lived in a neighborhood for about four months and apparently not very many people 
knew her rick davis was there tonight you're right tom not very many people didn't know who sarah jane 
moore was i spoke with one neighbor who had known her only because a child one of her children had 
played with a child that sarah jane moore had apparently about nine or ten years old she said that she 
seemed to stay away from people as much as possible the only friends that she knew she had was a couple 
named the halbersons 


00:08:00 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUhglvmlkxXM&t=480s 





couple named the halbersons who had refused to testify during the sla examinations and trials in san 
francisco john there's some evidence that this is a woman who wanted public attention according to some of 
her friends in the bay area for instance she told the berkeley barb that she had infiltrated a group out here 
that works closely with prisoners called the united prisoners union and yet tonight spokesman for that group 
said that she had no association with it at all tom what about the earlier investigation of her that was carried 
out by authorities there john there's some confusion about that tonight quite frankly the secret service now 
has issued this statement they said that sarah moore was brought to the attention of the secret service on 
september 20th that would be last saturday by the san francisco police department she was interviewed they 
say yesterday that's the 21st by the secret service and as a result of that interview she was not of sufficient 


protective interest to warrant surveillance during the presidential visit this is all from the secret service in 
washington tonight following the investigation a background investigation of her rather following the interview 
a background investigation of her was conducted and according to secret service agents there was no 
weapon confiscated from her at that time however federal woman in washington have told carl stern of our 
staff in that city that she called the san francisco police department and said i want to test your system 
knowing that president ford would be coming here the police department according to these federal law 
enforcement sources in washington then alerted the fbi which in turn ordered the secret service the secret 
service will not comment on that scenario tonight and here in san francisco there is still quite another version 
san francisco police spokesman told me within the hour that they received at their mission headquarters 
which is in the neighborhood where she lived an anonymous telephone call yesterday saying that she was 
carrying a weapon san francisco police then went to her address she was intercepted and indeed she was 
carrying a weapon which she readily 
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carrying a weapon which she readily admitted it was a 44 special another revolver she was also carrying 
several rounds of ammunition at the time according to san francisco authorities the weapon and the 
ammunition confiscated and she was then cited for carrying a concealed weapon which as you know as a 
federal offense however today apparently she found another weapon so there's still much to be known about 
sarah moore and her activities here in san francisco especially around the time of a presidential visit within 
17 days of another attempt in his life in sacramento by lynn squeaky from tom you're out there on the coast 
and probably haven't had a chance to check washington we've had a number of calls from members of 
congress for an investigation of general security for the president it was stepped up was it not after the 
sacramento affair it was extraordinary security here today as there has been on all the president's travels but 
especially today because of the reputation that california has for people who sometimes act erratically i 
suppose and as a result of the sacramento situation the president was under extremely heavy security as he 
moved throughout the city today as you know there was that death threat delivered earlier when the 
president moved from the hotel where he delivered a late morning speech to the california labor group to the 
saint francis hotel where the shooting incident took place he moved in a presidential motorcade in a 
limousine they were taking no chances rick davis who covers san francisco for us and has for years says that 
this was the heaviest security i guess that you've seen for any president i've seen that army of police that 
army of blue so heavy along the streets of san francisco and at times you could people were complaining 
because they actually couldn't see the president because the blue was so so tightly knit in front of them just 
across the street from the saint francis can you tell me about the man who knocked the gun down what do 
you know about him all we know at this time john is he's 35 years old 
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at this time john is he's 35 years old that he's 35 years old that he's an ex-marine 100 disabled that story of 
of his participation actually came out rather late in the day we had heard earlier that a civilian had first hit uh 
the suspect and then the policeman came in on the scene but we didn't have any name until actually about a 
half an hour ago it was released here john i might also point out that in looking at all of the film that we had 
from those crack nbc camera crews and i cannot help but give them credit jack wolfe houston hall and 
george friedrich that in looking at all that film we think that we see sarah moore in the crowd before the 
shooting incident we are sufficiently uncertain however that we're not showing it this evening but the woman 
that we're quite certain is sarah moore is standing with a pair of sunglasses on and looking rather forlorn 
looking down a couple of times and this is before the president emerged so that's about as much as we know 
about her now i think if i may be so casual john cochran who has been at the federal courthouse this evening 
covering the arraignment or what was scheduled to be the arraignment has just arrived in the studios here at 
kron in san francisco and he may have more to tell us in fact about her situation she is being held under a 
million dollars bail the u.s attorney there has charged her with attempting to murder the president of the 
united states which is a federal offense of course and he has asked for a psychiatric examination john's 
recovered his breath i think sufficiently now and has his microphone in place john what do you have to tell us 


one slight change it's 500 dollars bail at least for the time being tomorrow afternoon there will be a hearing in 
the same u s district court on whether or not this woman sarah jane moore should have a psychiatric 
examination the us attorney has asked that she'd be sent to springfield missouri to be examined to see if 
she's competent tonight the u.s attorney and the public defender who is representing mrs moore got into a bit 
of an argument the public defender said mrs moore 
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defender said mrs moore has not been given adequate time to consult with him and uh to study the charges 
there was a slight heated session in the courtroom the magistrate a gentleman in his 50s tried to cool down 
the tempers he said tomorrow afternoon all these problems can be resolved john thank you very much john 
chancellor in new york my thanks to you all for a job that we will have to call competent and better than that 
thanks very much they would like to go now to the south lawn of the white house where president ford's 
helicopter ought to be landing soon and our man carl stern carl are you there yes i am john the helicopter 
has landed at the moment you should be seeing the entrance to the diplomatic foyer here at the white house 
carl this is the point where persons who are entering the white house to meet with the president would 
normally come in this is where the president does enter when he returns we expect that president and mrs 
ford will appear shortly through the door now they are accompanied by among others uh the president's 
press secretary ron nessen who issued a statement a brief statement tonight and we'll have more to say uh 
later when he meets with the press the point he was trying to make is that the president indicated to his staff 
that he does not intend to be forced into isolation by the recent events in california in a statement to his staff 
the president said the communication of ideas is fundamental in our system and to allow it to be unduly 
restricted warped or inhibited would be to weaken if not destroy it mr mr nesson quoted mr ford as saying he 
believes it's vitally important for the leadership of our country to be free to communicate with the people they 
serve we expect the president to appear momentarily we're watching the door as best we can carl can you 
hear me yes this is yes john that's a secret service man i presume or some white house security man 
standing in the picture that we see that is correct that is correct and 
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that is correct that is correct and there's david kennedy the president's photographer correct now the party 
moving in i'll turn it over to you now carl we're in the diplomatic reception area at the white house waiting for 
president and mrs ford i hear the president's voice carl if you could get him to come over we'd all be highly 
appreciative mr ford can we speak to you for just a moment please could you tell us how you mr president 
feel may i take just a minute uh obviously betty and i are delighted to be back here very safely and we uh are 
most grateful that the vice president and mrs rockefeller has met us we've talked to our four children and i 
guess they're kind of happy that we're back here all right but um let me say most emphatically i thank the 
secret service for doing a super job again they really were tremendous in things that they did that were 
necessary and essential but equally let me express my appreciation for the fine jobs of the san francisco 
police force did they were tremendous and those that were associated with them because they had the help 
of others but the most important thing is that i don't think any person as president or any person in any other 
major political office wants to cower in the face of 





wants to cower in the face of a limited number of people out of 214 million americans who want to take the 
law into their own hands [Music] the american people expect and i approve of it in fact i think it's right want a 
dialogue between them and their president or other public officials and if we can't have that opportunity of 
talking with one another seeing one another shaking hands with one another something has gone wrong in 
our society i don't think these individuals who want to destroy our society and tear up our fabric of 
relationship represent america the american people are good people democrats independents republicans 
and others under no circumstances will i and i hope no others capitulate to those that want to undercut 
what's all good in america the american people are strong they're good and they will reflect the leadership 


that comes from the people in public office and the leadership must likewise be strong and good and i'm 
confident whether that leadership is democratic or republican will be good and will be strong that's the way 
america 
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the way america can give the leadership to the world that's essential in these crucial times it's wonderful to 
be home it's good to see our family it's good to see the vice president and mrs rockefeller and it's i think 
important that we as a people don't perpetuate to the wrong element a limited number an infinite infinitesimal 
number of people who want to destroy everything that's best about america i won't the vice president won't 
i'm sure democratic leaders won't we're going to stand tall and strong in this confrontation with a limited 
number of people who don't represent [Applause] and so after a long and harrowing day president and mrs 
ford having begun the day in california now go upstairs to the white house and presumably to sleep as we 
say there will be there have been calls already for investigations of the security of the president senator 
henry bellman the ranking republican on a subcommittee which deals with secret service money said a 
congressional inquiry may be opened and he added it appears that the mood of the country is such that 
candidates need every possible protection others called on mr ford to restrict his movements around crowds 
and representatives john murphy the new york democrat who sponsored the 1968 gun control act said he will 
reintroduce legislation to require registration of handguns the president opposes that it was just 17 days ago 
that the first attempt was made on mr ford's life tom snyder reports the president was shaking hands with 
well-wishers on his way to the california state capitol at sacramento 
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california state capitol at sacramento when lynette squeaky from pointed a 45-caliber pistol at mr ford tom 
brokaw was there and here is what he reported suddenly a young woman holding a gun appeared at the 
president's side a secret service agent grabbed the gun and wrestled the young woman to the ground as 
other agents formed a tight protective shield around the president and moved him swiftly to the capitol mr 
ford had seen the gun he had a dazed bewildered look as he was rushed along but the president regained 
his calm quickly and indeed did not mention the incident to california governor edmond brown jr for a half 
hour but later the president had this to say to reporters this incident under no circumstances will prevent me 
or preclude me from contacting the american people as i travel from one state to another and from one 
community to another in my judgment it's vitally important for a president to see the american people and i'm 
going to continue to have that personal contact and relationship with the american people lynette fromm 
shown here arriving for a hearing in sacramento is being held in an isolation cell unable to raise bail of three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars in court she made a rambling speech about ecology and conservation a 
psychiatric exam was ordered but putting all that behind him president ford went on to new hampshire he 
went to campaign for a republican senatorial candidate and he walked into crowds apparently with as much 
enthusiasm as he ever had but there was at least one significant difference it was obvious to people close to 
him that the president was wearing some form of body armor beneath the jacket of his suit security was 
heavy a helicopter overhead armed guards on the rooftops of buildings nearby but none of this seemed to 
affect the president's desire to mingle with the 
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president's desire to mingle with the people mr ford carried that desire with him to saint louis only a week 
after the fraume attempt in california he omitted from a speech there this passage i have no intention of 
allowing the government of the people to be held at the point of a gun and he wouldn't say whether he was 
wearing body protection well i never talk about any security precautions that are taken it seems to me that uh 
that's something that uh should not be just you have any reflections a week after that incident in sacramento 
having had time to think about it of course i'm very grateful for the fine action taken by the secret service but 
other than that i really haven't had time to think about it but now the president must make time to think about 
it the congress undoubtedly will and so will all of the security agencies responsible for the safety of the 


president of the united states they will not only have to make time to think about it but to take new measures 
to possibly stop it stop it from ever happening again john thank you tom the president said this evening that 
he wanted to thank the secret service again for protecting him that he had to make thank the agents once 
was 17 days ago was a national embarrassment that he had to do it twice was a national disgrace good night 
for nbc news 


END 


